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B io lo g ic a lly
s im ila r a n d
a n a to m ica lly
d i ffe re n t?
The one-sex model
and the modern sex/gender
distinction

Maria Eriksson

ABSTRACT. The aim of this article is to discuss some
of the problems with the feminist theoretical concepts
sex and gender and the distinction between them. The
focus is on the American historian Thomas Laqueur’ s
use of sex and gender and his concept of the one-sex
model. In the critique of Laqueur and in the search for a
more ``inclusive’ ’ sex/gender concept, I draw
primarily from the work of Lundgren and Kroon and
their version of the concept of the symbolic body,
which implies that it is impossible to distinguish
between ``only’ ’ body and the symbols of the body.

T h e id e a o f tw o s tab le , in c o m m e n s u r ab le an d
o p p o s i te s ex e s i s so fu n d a m e n ta l a n d

u n d i sp u te d in o u r c u l tu re th a t it is so m e th in g

w h ic h is v e r y d i f ® c u l t to th in k about; ra th e r ,

th e id ea o f tw o ``n a tu ra l ’ ’ s e x e s is a p la c e from
which w e a r e th in k in g . In f em in is t th eo ry ,

h o w ev e r, d i ff e r e n t n o t io n s o f th e
` `n a tu ra ln e ss ’ ’ o f th e s ex e s h av e b ee n

p ro b le m a ti z ed , an d so m e th e o ri s ts h a v e

d i sc u s se d h o w se x is lin k e d to th e re p ro d u c tiv e

s p h e re a n d b io lo g ic a l re p ro d u c tio n ± an d

th e r eb y to h e te ro se x u a l ity (w h ic h a l so a p p e a r s
to b e n a tu ra l) (B u t le r 1 9 9 0 ; L il je s t roÈ m 1 9 9 0 ;

R ich 1 9 8 0 ) . In r e c e n t y ea r s , se v e ra l

a n th ro p o lo g i s t s h a v e p o in te d o u t th a t th e

d i s tin c t io n b e tw ee n th e se x e s is a W e s te r n

c o n s tr u c t a n d n o t a b io lo g ic a l ` `f a c t ’ ’ (N il s so n
1 9 9 6 ) . T h ey a re th e r e f o r e v e ry c ri ti c a l o f th e

a ss u m p t io n th a t s e x i s a u n iv e r sa l b a s i s f o r

g e n d e r c a te g o rie s . T h ey c la im th a t th is is a

E u ro c e n t r i c a s su m p tio n . T h e A m e ric a n

h i s to r ia n T h o m a s L a q u eu r h a s f u rth e rm o r e

d i sc u s se d th e 1 8 th a n d 1 9 th c e n tu r ie s a s a
p e rio d o f re in te rp r e ta tio n o f th e f em a le b o d y in

r e la tio n to th e m a le ; h e a rg u e s th a t th e id e a o f

th e tw o in co m m e n su ra b le s ex e s i s a m o d e rn

id ea , ev e n in o u r W e s te r n cu l tu re (L a q u e u r

1 9 9 0 ) .
In th e m id d le o f th is p ro ce s s o f

r e in te rp re ta t io n ± a ro u n d 1 8 0 0 ± so m e m e d ic a l

m an u a l s o n m a rr ia g e a n d re p ro d u c tio n w e re

p u b l is h e d in S w ed ish , m o s t o f th e m tra n s la t e d

f ro m F re n ch a n d G e rm an . E l se w h e r e I h a v e
d i sc u s se d if an d h o w L a q u e u r ’ s th e s i s o f a o n e -

s ex m o d e l a p p l ie s to th e se te x ts (E r ik ss o n

1 9 9 6 ) . T h e a im o f th i s a r ti c l e is to d is cu ss so m e

o f th e p ro b lem s w ith th e fe m in i s t th e o r e t ic a l
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6 co n ce p ts se x an d g e n d e r , a n d th e d is tin c t io n

b e tw e e n th em , w ith a f o c u s o n L a q u e u r ’ s u s e o f

th e s e co n ce p ts . T h e m e d ic a l m a n u a ls

m en t io n e d a b o v e w i ll b e u s ed a s e m p ir ic a l

m a te ri a l to i llu s tr a t e th i s lin e o f a r g u m e n t.

I n th e c ri tiq u e o f L a q u e u r a n d in th e se a rc h
fo r a m o re ` ` in c lu s iv e ’ ’ s ex /g e n d e r co n c ep t, I

w i ll d ra w p r im a r ily fro m th e w o rk o f E v a

L u n d g r en a n d A n n K ro o n a n d th e i r v e r s io n o f

th e c o n ce p t o f th e s y m b o l ic b o d y . I n a n a r ti c le

in Sosiologi idag (S o c io lo g y T o d a y ), L u n d g r en
an d K ro o n d is cu ss th i s c o n c e p t , a rg u in g th a t th e

b o d y i s d y n a m ic : i t i s a so u rc e a n d p ro d u c e r o f

sy m b o ls , b u t th e s y m b o ls s im u ltan e o u s ly ac t o n

an d ch a n g e th e b o d y . L u n d g re n an d K ro o n

a s su m e th a t th e b o d y is n ev e r ` `p u re ’ ’ o r
u n -in te rp re te d . T h e ir a im is to c r it ic iz e b o th th e

u n d e r s t an d in g o f th e b o d y a s p r e -so c ia lly

``g iv e n ’ ’ , as well as a n u n d e r s ta n d in g o f th e

b o d y a s o n ly d is cu r s iv e ly p e rm e a te d (L u n d g re n

an d K ro o n 1 9 9 6 , 8 1 ) . L u n d g re n a n d K ro o n

a rg u e th a t th e b o d y , th e b o d i ly s ig n s a n d b o d y
p a rt s a r e u t te r ly sy m b o l ic a lly lo ad e d . T h e y u se

th e c o n ce p t o f th e s y m b o l ic b o d y b ec a u s e th ey

w a n t a n a ly ti c a l ly to ` `k e ep b o d ily s ig n s an d th e

sy m b o l ic to g e th e r ’ ’ . T h ey c la im fo r ex a m p le

th a t a b o d ily s ig n c an n o t b e se p a ra ted f ro m
w h a t i t r e p r e s en t s i f w e a re to u n d e rs ta n d th e

m ea n in g o f th e s ig n ( ib id , 9 1 ) . A cc o rd in g to

L u n d g r en a n d K ro o n , it i s s im p ly im p o s s ib le to

d i s t in g u i sh b e tw ee n `` o n ly ’ ’ b o d y a n d th e

sy m b o ls o f th e b o d y .

O n e ¯ e sh
In h i s b o o k Making Sex. Body and Gender from
the Greeks to Freud ( 1 9 9 0 ) , L a q u e u r a rg u e s

th a t u n t il th e 1 8 th ce n tu ry , w o m a n an d m a n

w e re p e rc e iv e d a s tw o v e rs io n s o f th e sa m e

b o d y . T h e d if fe re n ce b e tw e en w o m a n a n d m a n
w a s , a c c o rd in g to L a q u e u r, s o c ia l ly a n d le g a lly

d e ® n e d : ` `T o b e a m a n o r a w o m an w a s to h o ld

a s o c ia l ra n k , a p la ce in s o c ie ty , to a ss u m e a

cu ltu ra l r o le , n o t to b e o rg an ic a lly o n e o r th e

o th e r o f tw o in c o m m e n s u r ab le se x e s ’ ’ (L a q u e u r

1 9 9 0 , 8 ) .

L a q u e u r c o n t ra s t s w h a t h e c a l ls th e `` o n e -

se x /¯ e s h ’ ’ m o d e l w i th th e `` tw o -s ex / ¯ e sh ’ ’

m o d e l w h ich , a c c o rd in g to h im , w a s

`` in v en te d ’ ’ d u r in g th e E n l ig h te n m en t an d

b e c a m e m o re a n d m o re d o m in an t th ro u g h o u t

th e 1 9 th ce n tu ry (e v en i f th e tw o m o d e ls
ex i s t ed s id e b y s id e f o r a lo n g t im e ) . B y th e la te

1 9 th c e n tu ry it w a s a rg u ed th a t th e w o m a n is

fu n d a m e n ta lly d i ff e r en t fr o m th e m a n , an d th i s

d i ff e re n c e c an b e d e m o n s t ra te d n o t ju s t in

v i s ib le b o d ie s b u t a l so in m ic ro sc o p ic b u ild in g
b lo ck s . S ex u a l d if fe re n c e in k in d , n o t d e g r ee ,

se e m ed b y th e n s o lid ly g ro u n d e d in n a tu re .

L aq u eu r a rg u e s th a t b o u rg e o is g e n d e r n o rm s

b e c a m e tied to tw o d i ff e r en t b o d ie s , a n d th a t

b io lo g y ± `` s t ab le a n d a h is to ri c a l ’ ’ ± w a s
re g a rd e d m o re a n d m o re a s th e fo u n d a tio n fo r

th e so c ia l o rd e r . F o r ex a m p le , w o m a n ’ s

`` p a ss iv e ’ ’ ro le a t co n ce p tio n ± `` th e eg g is s t il l

w h i le th e sp e rm is m o v in g ’ ’ ± w a s e v e n tu a l ly

co n n ec te d to w o m a n ’ s ` `n a tu ra l ly ’ ’ p a ss iv e a n d

su sc e p t ib le r o le in o th e r c o n te x t s .
P o s i tiv e a d v a n c e s in sc ie n ce s ee m to h a v e

li tt le to d o w ith th e sh if t in th e in te rp re ta t io n o f

th e b o d y , L a q u e u r a rg u e s , p o in tin g to th e

ex a m p le o f th e ` `d if fe re n t ro le s ’ ’ a t co n ce p tio n ,

w h ich w a s ` `f a c t ’ ’ lo n g b e fo re r ep ro d u c t iv e
p h y s io lo g y c o u ld c o m e to i ts su p p o rt w i th a n y

k in d o f d e se r v e d au th o ri ty . L a q u eu r a r g u e s th a t

th e m o d e l o f tw o in c o m m e n s u r ab le se x e s w as

± and is ± a cu l tu ra l p ro d u c t a s m u c h a s th e

o n e -s ex m o d e l w a s : ``T o b e su re , d i ffe r en c e
an d sa m e n es s , m o re o r le s s r e c o n d it e , a re

ev e ry w h e r e ; b u t w h ic h o n e s c o u n t fo r w h a t

en d s i s d e te rm in ed o u ts id e th e b o u n d s o f

em p i ri c a l in v e s tig a t io n ’ ’ ( ib id , 1 0 ) .

I n th e t ra d it io n o f h u m o u ra l p a th o lo g y 1,

d a t in g b a c k to c la ss i c a l a n tiq u ity , w o m an a n d
m a n w e re , a s s t a t e d a b o v e , p e rc e iv ed a s tw o

v e r s io n s o f th e sa m e ¯ e sh , o f o n e b o d y . A ll th e

p a r ts o f th e m a le b o d y ± in c lu d in g th e g e n i ta ls

± h a d th e i r c o u n te r p a r t in th e fe m a le . T h e

d i ff e re n t f em a le b o d y p a rt s d id n o t e v e n h av e
n a m e s o f th e ir o w n ; th e o v a ri e s w e r e , f o r

ex a m p le , im a g in ed a s f em a le te s t ic l e s . A

sp e c i ® c t e rm in o lo g y fo r th e f em a le an a to m y

w as n o t d ev e lo p ed u n t il th e 1 8 th ce n tu ry . W h e n

d e p ic ted , th e f e m a le b o d y w as p o r tra y e d a s a3 2
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in s id e .

A c co rd in g to th e o n e - se x m o d e l , th e w o m an

w a s n o t o n ly s u p p o s ed to b e b o d ily o f th e sa m e

k in d a s th e m an , sh e w a s a l so im a g in e d to h a v e

th e eq u iv a le n t f u n c tio n in r e p ro d u c t io n a n d to
b e s ex u a l ly s im i la r . In th e H ip p o c ra t ic /G a le n ic

tr ad it io n , c o n c e p t io n w as im ag in e d to tak e

p la c e a t th e m o m e n t o f a m ix in g o f fe m a le a n d

m a le s em in a l ¯ u ids ± th e so -c a lled `` tw o -se ed ’ ’

th eo ry ± an d th e s im u ltan e o u s o rg a s m o f th e
w o m a n a n d th e m a n w as , a c c o rd in g to th i s

tr ad it io n , a p re re q u i s i te f o r c o n c ep t io n . I t

sh o u ld b e m e n t io n ed th a t th e an c ie n t t ra d it io n

co n ta in e d s e v e ra l th e o r ie s o f re p ro d u c tio n ;

a c c o rd in g to th e H ip p o c ra ti c /G a le n ic t ra d it io n ,
co n ce p tio n w a s d e p e n d en t o n b o th fe m a le a n d

m a le e ja cu la t io n , w h il e th e A r is to te l ia n s a rg u e d

th a t th e m a n w as th e o n ly p ro d u ce r o f se m e n ,

an d th e re fo re th e s o le c r e a to r o f n e w l if e . B u t

in th e te x ts o f th e A ri s to te l ia n s , th e d i ff e re n c e

b e tw e e n w o m a n an d m a n se em s to b e o f d eg r ee
ra th e r th a n k in d , s in c e th e y a l so re f e r to f em a le

se m e n : ``E v e n in A ri s to tl e ’ s o n e - se ed th e o ry ,

sperma a n d catameina re fe r to g re a te r o r l e sse r

re ® n e m e n t s o f an u n g e n d e re d b lo o d , ex c ep t

w h e n th ey a re u se d a s c ip h e r s f o r th e m a le a n d
fe m a le `p r in c ip le s ’ ’ ’ ( i b id , 3 8 ) . T h e

co e x i s t en c e o f th e id e a s th a t it is o n ly th e m a n

w h o p ro d u c e s se m e n , a n d th a t b o th w o m e n an d

m en p ro d u c e se m e n , c a n b e e x p la in e d b y th e

fa c t th a t a c c o rd in g to A ri s to t le , th e m a le
co n tr ib u t io n to c o n c e p t io n is in v is ib le to th e

n a k ed e y e . T h e v o la ti le c o n t r ib u t io n o f th e

m a le to th e f u tu r e ch ild a p p e a r s in A r is to te l ia n

d e sc rip tio n s m o re a s th e `` p r in c ip le o f li fe ’ ’ ,

w h i le th e fe m a le c o n t r ib u t io n is o f a m a te ri a l

k in d ( ib id , 4 1 ff ) .
I t w a s th e la c k o f ` `v it a l h e a t ’ ’ w h ich

ex p la in e d w o m e n ’ s fa ilu r e to e v o lv e to a

h ig h e r d e g r e e o f p e rf e c t io n a lo n g th e a x is w i th

a m a le te lo s . B u t th e b o d i ly , a n a to m ic a l

d i ff e r en c e s b e tw e en w o m e n a n d m e n w e re n o t
p e rc e iv e d a s s tab le . I t w as ® rs t a n d fo r em o s t

w o m e n w h o w er e th o u g h t to b e a b le to tu r n

in to m e n ± a cc o rd in g to th e a n c ie n t w a y o f

th in k in g ; i t i s in th e ` `n a tu re o f th in g s ’ ’ to

m o v e u p a lo n g th e h ie ra rc h y , to w a rd s

p e rf e c t io n . W o m e n w er e co n s id e r ed to b e ab le

to `` p u sh o u t’ ’ t h e ir in n e r p e n i s i f th e y

d e v e lo p e d en o u g h v i ta l h e a t, fo r ex a m p le ,

th ro u g h in ten se p h y s ic a l a c t iv i ty o r i f th ey to o k

th e m a le ro le d u rin g in te r co u rs e .

In th e m e d ic a l m a n u a l s th a t b e c a m e
a v a i la b le to a S w e d ish -s p e a k in g au d ie n c e

a ro u n d 1 8 0 0 , th e o n e -se x m o d e l d o m in a te s th e

r e p r e s en ta t io n s o f an a to m y an d th e th e o ri e s o f

r e p ro d u c t io n ( ev e n i f th e f e m a le a n d th e m a le

b o d ie s s o m e t im e s a r e d e sc r ib ed a s d i ff e r en t ) .
W h e n r ea d in d e ta i l, t h e d e sc rip t io n s o f th e

g e n i ta l s o f w o m e n a n d m e n p o rt ra y th e fe m a le

o rg a n s a s im p e r fe c t v a ri an t s o f th e m a le , a n d

th e se x u a l p le a su re o f w o m e n is su p p o se d to

b e so m e h o w c o n n e c te d to an e ja c u la tio n o f
s em en a n d to co n ce p tio n , in a cc o rd an c e w ith

th e tw o -se e d th e o ry .

S e x a n d g e n d e r ±
a n a c h ro n ism s?
I n o u r m o d e rn W e ste rn ` `fo lk -m o d e l’ ’ , o u r

` `n a tu ra lly ’ ’ d iff e re n t ( an d s tab le ) b o d ie s a r e

im a g in ed a s th e b a se , th e f o u n d a t io n o f th e
c a te g o r ie s o f g en d e r . I n o th e r w o rd s , th e m o d e l

im p li e s a n o n to lo g ic a l h ie r a rc h y b e tw e en b o d y

a n d g e n d e r ro le /g e n d e r id en t ity . T o a m o d e rn

r e ad e r a sk in g h e r se lf /h im se lf w h a t k in d o f

th eo ry o f b io lo g y fo r ex a m p le th e la t e 1 8 th /
e a rly 1 9 th c e n tu r y au th o rs o f th e m ed ic a l

m an u a l s really h ad , w h a t th e bases o f g e n d e r

w e re , th e te x ts c a n a p p e a r d if ® c u lt to in te r p r e t.

T h e re a so n fo r th is i s th a t n o u n a m b ig u o u s

r e la tio n s b e tw e e n ex p ec ted b e h a v io u r, b o d i ly

c h a r a c te r is ti c s a n d th eo r ie s o f b io lo g y a re to b e
fo u n d .2 T h e sp ec i ® c a lly se x u a l r o le s c an b e

s a id to b e ti ed to b o d i ly d if fe re n c e s b e tw ee n

w o m e n an d m e n , b u t n o t to b io lo g y . E v e n i f

th e r e a r e so c ia lly s ig n i ® c an t d i ff e r en c e s

b e tw e en f e m a le a n d m a le b o d ie s , a n o tio n o f
tw o fu n d a m e n ta l ly d i ff e r en t se ts o f in n e r

o rg a n s , h o rm o n es o r r ep ro d u c t iv e fu n c t io n s i s

n o t to b e fo u n d . L aq u e u r tu rn s th e ` `f o lk

m o d e l’ ’ u p s id e d o w n ; h e a rg u e s th a t b e fo re th e

E n lig h te n m e n t, so c ia l ro le s w e re n a tu ra l in 3 3
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6 th em se lv e s a n d o n th e sa m e le v e l o f

ex p la n a t io n a s w h a t w e W es te rn p e o p le o f th e

p r e s en t w o u ld r eg a rd a s p h y s ic a l a n d b io lo g ic a l

``f a c t s ’ ’ . H e c la im s th a t se x , o r th e b o d y , m u s t

b e u n d e rs to o d a s th e e p ip h en o n e m o n , w h ile

g e n d e r ± w h a t w e w o u ld tak e to b e a c u ltu r a l
c a te g o ry ± w a s p rim a ry o r real.

B u t o n e o f th e p ro b lem s w ith L a q u e u r ’ s

co n c lu s io n s i s th a t ev e n if th e h u m a n b o d y

b e fo re th e E n lig h ten m e n t w a s p e rc e iv ed a s an

``o p en b o d y ’ ’ , a n d th e w o m a n as a p o ten t ia l
m an , p h y s ic a l a p p ea ra n ce d id p lay a ro le in th e

co n s tr u c t io n o f w o m en a n d m en . T h e p r e se n c e

o r ab se n ce o f m a le g en it a li a w as d e c is iv e fo r

th e in d iv id u a l ’ s p la c e in th e b o d i ly

(m e ta p h y s ic a l ) h ie ra rc h y . T o d is tin g u is h
b e tw e e n s ex a n d g e n d e r in th e w ay L a q u e u r

d o e s , a n d to sa y th a t gender w a s th e p rim a ry

ca te g o ry in p re -E n lig h te n m e n t t im e , is

p r o b le m a t ic . W ith in th e o n e -s ex m o d e l , g e n d e r

w a s a l so ti e d to b o d ily d i ff e r en c e s , e v e n if

th e s e d i ff e r e n c e s w e re n o t p e rc e iv ed a s s ta b le
o r d e ® n i te . `` F e m a le ’ ’ b eh a v io u r w as c o n n ec ted

to a b o d y w i th o u t a n e x te rn a l p e n i s , ``m a le ’ ’ to

a b o d y w ith o n e . Though there was only one
sex, anatomy was crucial for the construction
of gender. T h e s e co n ce p ts ± s ex a n d g e n d e r ±
an d th e u s e o f th e m c o n fu se s ra th e r th an

c la r i ® e s . T h e d is tin c tio n b e tw e en se x a n d

g e n d e r i s b a se d o n a m o d e rn u n d e r s t an d in g o f

b io lo g y , w h e re b io lo g y both in the sense of
inner organs and of anatomy i s a ss u m ed to b e
``p u re ’ ’ , p re - so c ia l. T h i s i s o n e r e a s o n fo r th e

p ro b le m s ti ed to th e u s e o f th e co n ce p ts in th e

an a ly s i s o f h i s to r ic a l m a te r ia l.

B e rn ic e H au s m an p o in ts o u t th a t r e s e a r ch e rs

o n h e rm a p h ro d it e s in t ro d u c e d th e co n ce p t o f

g e n d e r in th e 1 9 5 0 s to d e n o te a so c ia l a sp ec t o f
a s e x e d id e n t ity (H a u s m an 1 9 9 5 , 1 8 3 f f) . I n th is

se n s e a n d u s ag e , g e n d e r i s l in k ed to m o d e rn

p s y c h o - so c io lo g ic a l c o n c e p t io n s o f ``r o le ’ ’

a n d `` id e n t ity ’ ’ , a n d a s s u c h w a s u n th in k a b le to

p r e -m o d e rn p e o p le , sh e s ta t e s . T h e re a re a lso
so m e ex a m p le s o f an a n a c h ro n i s t ic u se o f th e

co n ce p t b y L aq u e u r . H e w ri te s , am o n g o th e r

th in g s , a b o u t c e r ta in c a s e s w h e r e in d iv id u a l s

se em to h av e c h a n g e d se x sp o n tan e o u s ly , o r

w h e re th e y ca m e to b e d e ® n e d leg a lly a s th e

o th e r se x th a n th e o n e in w h ic h th ey h ad b e en

liv in g . L aq u eu r se em s to b e a b it su rp ri se d th a t

th e se c h a n g e s w e r e c a rr ie d o u t w ith l it tl e re g a rd

to th e `` g en d e r id e n ti ty ’ ’ o f th e p e r so n in

q u e s t io n , th a t su b je c t s w e re e x p e c te d to c h a n g e

fr o m so c ia lly d e ® n e d g i r l s to so c ia l ly d e ® n e d
b o y s w i th o u t d i f ® c u l ty o r tu rm o i l. H e r e f e r s to

g e n d e r id e n t ity a s so m e th in g in f an t s a cq u ir e

v e ry e a rly . B u t, a s H a u sm a n p o in ts o u t, ``T h e

id e a o f id e n t ity a s a n in te rn a l ly f e l t se n s e o f

se lf se p a r a te fr o m c o m m u n i ty an d fa m i ly ± b u t
n o n e th e le ss ` in teg ra ted ’ w ith in th e in d iv id u a l a s

a co h e r e n t `p e rso n a li ty ’ ± w as fo re ig n to th is

p e r io d a s w e l l ’ ’ ( ib id , 1 8 4 ). I t w a s s im p ly

`` u n th in k a b le ’ ’ to c o n s id e r th e c o n se q u e n ce s

fo r a n y id e n t ity .
L a q u e u r s e e m s to a ssu m e th a t th e so c ia l r o le

o f w o m an o r m an i s c o n n ec ted to an in n e r

se n se o f `` b e in g ’ ’ o n e o r th e o th e r se x /g en d e r .

H e u se s th e m o d e rn id e a o f ` `w h o len e ss ’ ’ ,

w h ich p re s u p p o s e s a co r re sp o n d e n c e b e tw e e n

th e o u t s id e ( ro le ) a n d th e in s id e ( id en t ity ) ,
b e tw e e n `` su rf a c e ’ ’ a n d ` `c o r e ’ ’ (L u n d g re n an d

K ro o n 1 9 9 6 , 7 9 ). F o r e x a m p le , J u d ith B u t le r

h a s p ro b lem a t iz e d th e a s su m p tio n o f a

co r re sp o n d e n c e . S h e a rg u e s th a t an `` e x p re ss iv e

m o d e l ’ ’ ± th e id e a o f th e (o u ts id e ) g en d e r r o le
a s a n e x p re ss io n o f th e in s id e , th e in n e r id e n t ity

± i s th e r e s u l t o f a d i sc o u r se o f a p rim a ry ,

s t ab le id en ti ty (B u t le r 1 9 9 0 ) . I t i s th e w o rd s ,

a c t io n s , g e s tu r e s , a r ti cu la t ed a n d p e rf o rm e d

d e s ire s th a t c re a te th e i llu s io n o f a n in n e r ,
o r g an iz in g ` `g en d e r -c o re ’ ’ , a n il lu s io n w h ich is

d i sc u rs iv e ly re p ro d u c e d to re g u la te se x u a li ty

ac c o rd in g to th e re g im e o f co m p u lso ry

h e te r o s e x u a li ty .3

A sy m b o l ic b o d y
E v a L u n d g re n a n d A n n K ro o n a rg u e th a t o n e
ca n n o t se p a r a te th e `` b io lo g ic a l e v e n t’ ’ o f

h a v in g , f o r e x a m p le , a b e a rd , fr o m th e `` so c ia l

ev e n t’ ’ w h ic h th is (b o d i ly ) s ig n im p l ie s .

A cc o rd in g to th e m , th e fa c t th a t a b e a rd is a

s ig n o f s o m e th in g e l se ± m a n fo r ex a m p le ±

m e an s th a t th e b e a rd re p r e s e n t s s o m e th in g3 4
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6m o re th a n i ts e l f ; i t i s a s ig n o f ``m an ’ ’

(c f . K e ss le r a n d M c K e n n a 1 9 7 8 ) . In th e s am e

w a y , th e e x te rn a l p e n i s in th e o n e -s ex m o d e l

re p r e se n ted s o m e th in g m o re th a n i ts e l f : it w a s

a s ig n o f m a n , a n d th e la c k o f a n ex te r n a l p e n is

re p r e se n ted s o m e th in g m o re th a n i ts e l f : it w a s
a s ig n o f w o m an .

A b o v e I a r g u e th a t th e c o n c e p t o f a o n e -s e x

m o d e l is p r o b le m a t ic in a h is to ri c a l c o n te x t,

s in c e `` se x ’ ’ i s b a se d o n a m o d e rn

u n d e r s t an d in g o f b io lo g y , w h e re b io lo g y b o th
in th e se n se o f in n e r o rg a n s a n d o f a n a to m y is

a s su m e d to b e ` `p u re ’ ’ , p re -s o c ia l . W ith in th e

o n e -se x m o d e l , g en d e r w a s a l so ti ed to b o d ily

d i ff e r en c e s , e v e n i f th e s e d i ff e r en c e s w e re n o t

p e rc e iv e d a s s tab le o r d e ® n i te . T h i s c o n n ec t io n
b e tw e e n b o d y a n d g e n d e r a n d th e sy m b o l ic

im p lic a t io n s o f th e a n a to m y ca n b e i llu s tr a te d

b y a se c tio n f ro m o n e o f th e 1 8 th -c e n tu ry

m an u a ls ± th e a n o n y m o u s ly p u b li sh ed G e rm a n

GynaÈ ologie ± in w h ic h w o m e n w ith a c l ito r is

th a t i s ` ` to o b ig ’ ’ (a n d th e r e f o r e re se m b le s th e
m a le o rg an to o m u c h ) a re d isc u ss ed . I n su ch

ca se s , th e c li to r i s c a n en d u r e b e in g c u t d o w n ,

GynaÈ ologie s ta te s (1 7 9 8 ± 1 8 0 4 , V o l. II , P a r t III ,

6 ) . T h is is v e ry in te re s t in g , s in ce th i s ` ` to o b ig

c l ito r is ’ ’ is a lso s a id to b e c o n n e c te d to
``p e rv e rt ed ’ ’ se x u a l b eh a v io u r in w o m en , f o r

ex a m p le , th a t o f a w o m a n w h o h a s a se x u a l

re la tio n s h ip w i th s o m eo n e o f h e r o w n se x

w h e re s h e p la y s th e a c t iv e , m a le ro le . T h e

lo g ic a l c o n c lu s io n o f th e lin e o f a rg u m e n t in
GynaÈ ologie i s th a t it i s p o s s ib le to c h a n g e a

w o m a n p h y s ic a l ly ± b y m u ti la tin g a f em a le

o rg a n w h ich r e s e m b le s m a le g e n i ta l s to o m u c h

± to r e s h ap e h e r in to a `` n a tu r a l ’ ’ , p a ss iv e ,

h e te r o s ex u a l w o m a n .

E v en i f L a q u e u r tu r n s th e `` fo lk m o d e l ’ ’
u p s id e d o w n , h e d o e s n o t d r a w a n y th eo r e t ic a l

co n c lu s io n s f ro m h is s t a t em en t th a t th eo ri e s o f

b io lo g y a re a lw a y s s o c ia l co n s t ru c t s . If th e

a s su m p tio n s ( o f b o th th e o n e - a n d th e tw o -se x

m o d e ls ) a b o u t h o w b io lo g y ` ` i s ’ ’ a re social
constructs, w h y c lin g to th e d i s tin c t io n b e tw e e n

se x an d g e n d e r? T h is sh a rp d is tin c tio n m u s t b e

p ro b lem a t iz e d : se x /g en d e r i s simultaneously
b o d ily , so c ia l a n d s y m b o l ic , o r , a s L u n d g re n

w r it e s in Feminist Theory and Violent

Empiricism, ` `T h e b o d y `is ’ f u n d am en ta l ly

s y m b o lic , th e s y m b o lic an d th e so c ia l ` a re ’

a lw a y s b o d ily , th e s o c ia l i s s y m b o li c an d v ic e

v e rs a ’ ’ (L u n d g re n 1 9 9 5 , 2 2 7 ).

T h e d ic h o to m y o f th e
g e n d e r s /s e x e s
T h e re i s a n (o ft en im p lic i t) o n to lo g ic a l
h ie r a r c h y a m o n g th e th r e e d im e n s io n s o f th e

b io lo g ic a l, o r b o d i ly , th e s o c ia l a n d th e

s y m b o lic in m a n y d i sc u s s io n s o n se x a n d

g e n d e r.4 B io lo g y ± s ex ± is u n d e r s to o d a s

p rim a ry , th e g iv e n , th e s o c ia l is c o n s id e r ed to
b e d e r iv e d an d m o re m o b i le a n d th e s y m b o lic

i s se en a s th e m o s t ¯ u id an d s t ra to sp h e r ic

(L u n d g r e n 1 9 9 5 , 2 2 6 ff ) . I n ac c o rd a n c e w i th

L u n d g re n , I a rg u e th a t th i s h ie ra r ch y b e tw e e n

th e b o d ily , so c ia l a n d s y m b o l ic m u s t b e

q u e s tio n e d . T h e ex a m p le o f th e ` ` tr im m ed ’ ’
c l ito r is in d ic a te s th a t th e sy m b o lic / so c ia l

( h e te r o se x u a l) o rd e r c an a p p e a r ( an d b e

e x p e r ie n c e d ? ) a s m o r e s ta b le th a n th e

a m b ig u o u s , c h an g ea b le b o d y .

L u n d g re n an d K ro o n c o m e to a s im ila r
c o n c lu s io n , o n th e b a se s o f d i ff e re n t e m p ir ic a l

m a te r ia l : th e p s y c h ia tr ic a sse s sm e n t o f

t ra n sse x u a l s . T h e y a sk if th e dichotomization o f

s ex e s /g e n d e r s c a n b e s ee n a s a fu n d a m e n ta l ±

c o n s ti tu tiv e 5 ± ru le fo r g e n d e r- co n s ti tu t io n in
o u r c u ltu r e . L u n d g re n an d K ro o n a rg u e th a t

th is co n s t itu t iv e ru le in th e i r m a te ria l is ti e d to

th e m o d e rn id e a o f ``w h o le ’ ’ g e n d e rs , w ith th e

a ss u m p t io n o f a n ec e ss a r y co rr e sp o n d en c e

b e tw e en ` `o u ts id e ’ ’ a n d `` in s id e ’ ’ (L u n d g r en

a n d K ro o n 1 9 9 6 , 1 0 3 ) . E v en i f m o d e rn su rg e ry
c a n ch a n g e th e b o d y an d th e g en i ta ls , th e id e a

o f tw o o p p o s it e , in c o m m e n s u r a b le se x e s /

g e n d e rs is re p ro d u c e d in th e p s y c h ia t r ic

c o n s tr u c t io n o f t ra n s se x u a li sm , in th e f o rm o f

tw o s ta b le , o p p o s it e d i s t in g u i sh ab le gender
identities. In th e ca s e o f tr an ss e x u a li sm , th e re

i s , fu r th e rm o re , a m o d i ® c a t io n in w h a t is

r e g a rd e d a s s ta b le an d ch a n g e a b le in re la t io n to

th e ``f o lk m o d e l ’ ’ . H e re it is th e g e n d e r id e n t ity

w h ic h is u n d e rs to o d a s s ta b le a n d th e b o d y a s 3 5
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6 m o re m o b i le : th e b o d y s h o u ld c o r re sp o n d to th e

in n e r se n s e , th e se n se o f b e in g w o m a n o r m an .

T h e b od y i s to b e m o d i ® e d , n o t v ic e -v e rsa .

A n o th e r ex a m p le o f th i s d ich o to m iza tio n i s

to b e fo u n d in th e 1 8 th - c en tu r y m ed ic a l

m an u a l s . In th e m , w o m e n an d m e n a r e
d e sc rib ed in d ich o to m iz in g a n d co m p le m e n ta ry

te rm s , e sp e c ia lly in th e d e s c r ip tio n s o f a n d

p r e s c r ip t io n s fo r se x u a l l if e . A c co rd in g to th e

m an u a l s , it i s th e m a n w h o sh o u ld b e a c t iv e

(d riv in g ) , a n d i t i s v e ry im p o rtan t th a t h e
always h a v e th e a b il ity to sa ti s f y th e w o m a n .

T h e w o m an , o n th e o th e r h an d , s h o u ld b e

p a ss iv e . T o o m u c h a c t iv ity , o r in i ti a tiv e , o n h e r

p a rt i s n o t a p p ro p ria t e (E r ik ss o n 1 9 9 7 , 7 2 f f) .

T h e m a n u a ls p re sc rib e a lo v e -l if e b a se d so le ly
o n th e p re m is e s o f m e n , w i th a n o b v io u s ly

e r o t ic i z e d m a le d o m in a n c e an d fe m a le

su b o rd in a tio n .

B u t e v e n i f th e m a n u a l s sa y th a t w o m e n

sh o u ld b e v e ry m o d es t in th e ir m a n n e rs , w o m e n

a r e n o t c o n s id e re d le ss se x u a l th a n m en ; th e i r
se x u a l n e ed s a r e a r e a l ity ta k e n fo r g r a n ted in

m o s t o f th e m an u a l s .6 T h e to ta lly a s ex u a l

w o m e n o f th e 1 9 th ce n tu ry a re h e re n o t ic e ab ly

ab se n t.7 T h e m a n u a l s c o n ta in a ``n a tu ra l ’ ’ o r d e r

w i th a d ic h o to m o u s o rg a n iz a t io n o f w o m e n a n d
m en , b u t w i th o u t a co u n te rp a r t to th is

``n a tu ra l ’ ’ o r d e r in th e th e o r ie s o f b io lo g y :

n a tu r e a n d b io lo g y a re n o t th e sa m e . W o m en ’ s

en jo y m e n t a n d p le a su re i s , a c c o rd in g to th e

m an u a l s , necessary f o r c o n c ep t io n , b u t th e
(e x te rn a l ) s ig n s o f f e m a le lu s t a re a t th e s a m e

tim e co n s id e re d re p u l s iv e a n d unnatural. T h e

id eo lo g y o f a `` n a tu r a l p a s s io n le s sn e s s o f

w o m e n ’ ’ h a s , in o th e r w o rd s , n o ` `fo u n d a tio n ’ ’

in th e o r ie s o f b io lo g y .8 I t is o n s u c h

``d i sc re p a n c ie s ’ ’ L a q u e u r b a se s h is `` o n e -s ex
m o d e l’ ’ , a n d a l th o u g h th i s i s a p ro b le m a t ic

co n ce p t, th e m an u a l s c a n b e s a id to c o n ® rm

th a t th e id e a o f se x d if fe re n ce in th e m o d e rn

se n s e d id n o t e x is t a t th a t t im e .

T h e m o d e l o f tw o o p p o s it e se x e s se em s to b e
m o re s tab le th a n th a t o f th e ``b io lo g ic a l ’ ’

b o d ie s , w h ich i s in a c c o rd a n ce w i th L a q u e u r ’ s

c l a im th a t th e re in te r p r e ta tio n o f th e b o d y d id

n o t o c cu r a s th e re s u l t o f m e d ic a l , sc i en t i ® c

d i sc o v e ri e s , b u t r a th e r a s a re s u l t o f p o l iti c a l

an d so c ie ta l ch a n g e s . ``T h e n e w b io lo g y , w i th

it s s e a r ch fo r fu n d a m e n ta l d if fe re n c e s b e tw ee n

th e se x e s , o f w h ic h th e to rtu re d q u e s tio n o f th e

v e ry e x is te n c e o f w o m e n ’ s p le a su re w a s a p a rt ,

em e rg e d a t p r e c is e ly th e tim e w h e n th e

fo u n d a tio n s o f th e o ld so c ia l o rd e r w e re s h a k en
o n c e an d fo r a l l ’ ’ , h e w ri te s (L a q u e u r 1 9 9 0 ,

1 1 ) . H e a rg u e s th a t b io lo g y w a s a w a y o f

m a in ta in in g th e a sy m m e t ric a l re la tio n o f p o w e r

b e tw e e n w o m en a n d m e n in a tim e w h e n lib e r a l

id e a s o f e q u a li ty e m e rg e d . If w o m an a n d m a n
a r e so fu n d a m e n ta lly d i ff e re n t th a t th ey c a n n o t

b e m ea su re d b y th e s am e s ta n d a rd , th e lib e r a l

p r in c ip le s d o n o t h a v e to in c lu d e w o m en (cf.
H am m ar 1 9 8 3 ; J oÂn a sd oÂt ti r 1 9 8 3 ; P a te m an

1 9 8 9 ) . W h e n th e o ld w o r ld , w i th i ts
te le o lo g ic a l, co sm ic o rd e r , b ro k e d o w n an d th e

so c ia l o rd e r n o lo n g e r w as g u a ra n te ed b y G o d ,

an o th e r f u n d a m en t fo r th e s o c ia l o rd e r b e ca m e

n e c e ssa ry . I t se e m s th a t b io lo g y in th e m o d e rn

se n se , w ith a l l it s so c ia l a n d sy m b o l ic

d im e n s io n s a n d im p lic a t io n s , b e c am e th a t
fo u n d a tio n .

NOTES
1. The theory of the bodily ¯ uids.
2. It is often dif® cult to interpret the different

perceptions of the human body and to get a
clear view on how human reproduction is
understood in the manuals. In several of them,
various ``models’ ’ are used at the same time,
for example, different versions of the theory
of egg and sperm on the one hand, and some
version of the two-seed theory on the other.
Even if these models are apparently
contradictory to the modern reader, the use of
both of them seems to be relatively
unproblematic to the writers of the manuals.
For example, in one part of a text women are
said not to be producers of semen, but in
another part the fetus is described as the result
of the mixing of the maternal and paternal
semen, or the female semen is said to be
® ltrated through the ovaries (Konsten att goÈ ra
gossar 1798, 121; GynaÈ ologie 1798±1804,
Vol. I, Part II, 18; Vol. II, Part VI, Ch. 12,
34). The two-seed theory is, in other words,
very present ± not the least as language ± and
leaves its mark on the naming of anatomical
observations. Features of the humoural
pathology continued to be present, in new
shapes and forms, also in other parts of3 6
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6medicine, for a very long time (Johannisson

1990, 23ff, 30).
3. She argues that it is the heterosexual matrix

which creates a logic connection between sex,
gender and desires, and that heterosexual
practice thereby becomes fundamental to our
understanding of normal, ``real’ ’ women and
men (Butler 1990, 151).

4. Lundgren and Kroon (1996) claim that in the
sex/gender distinction, feminist theory has
taken over the premises of the western
Platonic-Christian philosophical tradition,
with its hierarchical distinction between body
and soul, where the body is the prison, the
soul the freedom, the (external) body ® xed
and the (internal) soul ¯ uid and changeable
(cf. Butler 1990).

5. See Lundgren’ s discussion of constitutive and
regulative rules (1995, 209ff).

6. It should be mentioned that until the 18th
century, women were perceived as more
sexual than men.

7. That sex is not only aimed at satisfying the
needs of the man is evident, for example, in
Grundelig och saÈ ker underraÈ ttelse, which tells
of a woman who got such satisfaction from
herself that she abandoned her marriage
(1806, 56p). The RaÊdgifvare foÈ re, vid och
efter samlaget of Becker, which is often quite
detailed on intimate matters, says that it is bad
for both parties if intercourse cannot be
consummated to mutual satisfaction (1812,
55). Examples where sexual violence against
women is interpreted as an expression of
female sexuality and not as abuse are also to
be found. See Eriksson (1996, 139).

8. This is in sharp contrast to the medical view
on female sexuality a century later, when, for
example, bilateral ovariotomy ± the removal
of healthy ovaries ± was used as a cure for
an unnaturally strong sexual urge in women
(cf. Johannisson 1994).
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