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Preface

This volume brings together various perspectives on the counter-hegemonic poten-
tial of international criminal justice. It is in part based on a conference which was
hosted byHumboldt-Universität zuBerlin’s Franz vonLiszt Institute for International
Criminal Justice and took place online in June 2021.

The contributions to the conference were chosen from an open call for papers.
Several of the papers presented at the conference were selected for publication in this
edited volume which also contains a number of additional contributions solicited in
order to complement the issues addressed in this book. The call for papers particularly
encouraged scholars and practitioners from the Global South1 as well as early career
scholars to submit an abstract.

The collection attempts to highlight these perspectives as well as themes that have
thus far received little to no attention in the scholarship on (critical approaches to)
international criminal justice. This includes inter alia the engagement with interna-
tional criminal justice in Ukraine or minorities in South Asia but also the hegemonic
tendencies built into the institutional structure of the International Criminal Court.
To this extent, this volume also mirrors what scholars, in particular younger scholars
as well as practitioners from the Global South, deem topical issues of a critical
scholarship in international criminal justice.

We express our gratitude to those who have made this volume and the earlier
held conference possible. Claudia Cardenas Aravena (Santiago de Chile), Valeria
VeghWeis (Buenos Aires, Konstanz), Stefan Gosepath (Berlin), John-Mark Iyi (Cape

1 We acknowledge that the term Global South in so far as it suggests a geographical North–South
binary is problematic. In the call for papers, we, therefore, highlighted that we understood it to
also include “spaces in the North that are characterized by exploitation, oppression and neocolonial
relations, such as indigenous and black communities (and immigrant communities) in Western
societies”, see Sajed A 2020, E-International Relations, From the Third World to the Global
South, https://www.e-ir.info/2020/07/27/from-the-third-world-to-the-global-south/. Accessed May
18, 2022. Our selection criteria considered the place of contributor’s first university degree, instead
of exclusively relying on their current affiliation, as a key indicator among other factors. However,
we do recognize the inherent limitations of such a process and that it is not our place to ascribe the
label of “Global South scholar or practitioner” to others.
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vi Preface

Town), Miles Jackson (Oxford) and Wolfgang Kaleck (Berlin) formed part of a
working group which advised us on the shaping of our research agenda and the
selection of papers. Claudia and Miles also chaired a session while Valeria and
John-Mark contributed chapters to this volume.

We are indebted to Luca Hauffe who provided invaluable support in the compila-
tion of this volume and was instrumental in the coordination and organization of the
conference. Sarah Imani advised us on issues of Islamic law. Antonia Gillhaus and
Antonia Vehrkamp helped with the copy editing of the manuscript.

We are also grateful to the Berlin Center for Global Engagement in the Berlin
University Alliance, for funding a larger research project, led by Stefan Gosepath
and Florian Jeßberger, of which this volume and the aforementioned conference
form part.

Berlin, Germany
January 2022

Florian Jeßberger
Leonie Steinl
Kalika Mehta
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