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Concept 
 

Introduced with the Treaty of  Maastr icht some  30 years ago, Union cit izen-

ship is intertwined with the Member States’ national it ies. Fol lowing the let-

ters of  the EU Treaties, it  is no f reestanding, but a der ived status: Union 

cit izens are those who possess the nat ional ity of  a Member State (Art icle 9 

TEU). While the Court of Just ice ascertained already in 2001 that Union cit-

izenship is dest ined to become the “fundamental status” of  the nationals of  

the Member States, the past 30 years have demonstrated that Union cit izen-

ship follows no l inear development towards this destiny. Instead, the rela-

t ionship of  Union cit izenship and Member State national ity is ambivalent and 

subject to many, sometimes contradictory trajector ies. Some have strength-

ened the status of  Union cit izenship, others have reinforced the  relevance of 

Member State national it ies. With other words: these concepts t ravel on windy 

roads.  

 

This conference aims at mapping these windy roads. On the one hand, we 

can observe a renaissance of  nationality. Consider the restr ict ion of  the 

r ights of  economical ly inactive Union cit izens by the EU legislature and the 

Court of  Just ice (Dano  and its progenies) or the consequences of  Brexit ,  

which demonstrated the precarity of  Union cit izenship ( Préfet du Gers ) and 

led to a f lood of  natural isat ion requests i n continental Europe.  

 

On the other hand, the r ights f lowing f rom Union cit izenship, f ree movement 

and equal ity, have increasingly expanded. Today, Union cit izenship has de-

veloped beyond a mere status for mobile and economical ly act ive “market 

cit izens”. We can even witness the forming of  EU requirements not only for 

the loss and acquisit ion of  the Member States’ national it ies ( Commission v 

Malta),  but also for pol it ical r ights in national elect ions (see the infr ingement 

proceedings against Poland and the Czech Republ ic over the r ight of Union 

cit izens to join a pol it ical party in another Member State). In this sense, even 

core domains of  Member State national i ty, such as naturalisat ion require-

ments and pol it ical r ights attached to that  status, are no longe r immune from 

European inf luence.  

 

Some of  these cases are wel l -studied, some might say over -explored. How-

ever, we do not aim at simply revis it ing these “classics”. By zooming out and 

assessing them with temporal distance, we seek to understand their impac t 

and interplay in the long term. Ult imately, we are placing these diverging 

trajectories in a bigger f ramework that might allow us to ident i fy the direct ion 

in which Union cit izenship and Member State nat ionality are heading. Final ly,  

we want to explore future paths in this relat ionship. What is their role in an 

emerging European society, what are their  potent ials and promises, what are 

their dangers and r isks? 
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Programme 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

28 January 2026 

 

[Open to public] 

 

17:00   Welcome address 

 

17:15 – 18:00 Opening keynote: Professor Tamara Ćapeta, Advocate 

General at the Court of Justice of the European Union 

 

18:00 – 18:45 Opening keynote: Professor Daniel Thym, Universität 

Konstanz 

 

19:00   Reception 

 

 

29 January 2026 

 

Part I: Weakened Union citizenship, strengthened nationality?  

 

9:00 – 10:30 Panel 1: The long-term impact of Dano and its 

progenies 

 

Moderator: Hannah Zaruchas, DynamInt (2nd cohort) 

• Anastasia Iliopoulou-Penot, Université Panthéon-Assas 

(Paris 2) 

• Charlotte O’Brien, York Law School 

• Victoria Hooton, University of Sheffield School of Law 

• Dion Kramer, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 

• Dates: 28 to 30 January 2026 

• Venue: Senatssaal, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin,  

Unter den Linden 6, 10117 Berlin,  

• Convener: Dr. Luke Dimitrios Spieker, DFG Research Training  

Group DynamInt 

• Email: windyroads.conference.rewi@hu-berlin.de  

https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/Jo2_7026/de/
https://www.jura.uni-konstanz.de/thym/daniel-thym/
https://www.rewi.hu-berlin.de/en/lf/oe/rhp/membersnew/doctoral-researchers/hannah-zaruchas/hannah-zaruchas
https://www.assas-universite.fr/fr/universite/enseignants-chercheurs/mme-anastasia-iliopoulou-penot
https://www.york.ac.uk/law/people/obrien/
https://sheffield.ac.uk/law/people/academic-staff/victoria-elizabeth-hooton
https://research.vu.nl/en/persons/dion-kramer
mailto:windyroads.conference.rewi@hu-berlin.de
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10:45 – 12:15 Panel 2: The long-term impact of Brexit 

 

Moderator: Jana Ebersberger, DynamInt (3rd cohort) 

• Hannes Krämer, Director (Team External relations and 

International Law) & Principal Adviser (Legal matters re-

lated to EU-UK relations and to Ukraine), European 

Commission 

• Susanne K. Schmidt, Universität Bremen 

• Oliver Garner, City St George's, University of London  

• Maarten Vink, European University Institute 

 

12:15 – 13:00 Lunch break 

 

Part II: Strengthened Union citizenship, weakened nationality?  

 

13:00 – 14:30 Panel 3: Shrinking autonomy? EU impact on the ac-

quisition and loss of Member State nationality   
 

Moderator: Jasper Kamradt, DynamInt (associate) 

• Martijn van den Brink, Leiden University 

• Ségolène Barbou des Places, Université Paris 1 

• Ferdinand Weber, Universität Göttingen 

• Sara Iglésias Sanchez, Universidad Complutense Madrid 

 

14:45 – 16:15 Panel 4: Declining relevance? The impact of funda-

mental freedoms on Member State nationality  
 

Moderator: tbd 

• Eleanor Spaventa, Bocconi University Milan 

• Gareth Davies, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 

• Alina Tryfonidou, Cyprus University 

• Catherine Barnard, Cambridge University 

 

16:15 – 16:45 Coffee break 

 

16:45 – 18:15 Panel 5: Opening participation? EU impact on na-

tional political rights  
 

Moderator: Lena Kaiser, DynamInt (2nd cohort) 

• Monica Claes, Maastricht University & Nora Vissers, 

Maastricht University 

• Mattias Wendel, Universität Hamburg 

• Daniel Sarmiento, Universidad Complutense Madrid 

• Jonathan Tomkin, European Commission 

 

19:30   Conference dinner 

https://www.rewi.hu-berlin.de/en/lf/oe/rhp/membersnew/doctoral-researchers/jana-ebersberger
https://op.europa.eu/en/web/who-is-who/organization/-/organization/SJ/COM_CRF_244139
https://www.uni-bremen.de/iniis/schmidt
https://www.biicl.org/people/oliver-garner
https://www.eui.eu/people?id=maarten-vink
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjkzriJ1LeRAxVohv0HHZKNFNEQFnoECB4QAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rewi.hu-berlin.de%2Fde%2Flf%2Foe%2Fwhi%2Fteam%2Fjasper-kamradt&usg=AOvVaw30dC3q8zwXOY8T3CVZ_Fxa&opi=89978449
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/martijn-van-den-brink#tab-1
https://www.pantheonsorbonne.fr/page-perso/sbarboudes
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/de/dr.+ferdinand+weber/573965.html
https://produccioncientifica.ucm.es/investigadores/158070/detalle?lang=de
https://ius.unibocconi.eu/people/eleanor-spaventa
https://research.vu.nl/en/persons/gareth-davies-2
https://www.ucy.ac.cy/directory/en/profile/atryfo03
https://www.law.cam.ac.uk/people/academic/cs-barnard/9
https://www.rewi.hu-berlin.de/en/lf/oe/rhp/membersnew/doctoral-researchers/lena-kaiser/lena-kaiser
https://www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/m-claes
https://www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/nm-vissers
https://www.jura.uni-hamburg.de/die-fakultaet/professuren/wendel.html
https://produccioncientifica.ucm.es/investigadores/143095/detalle
https://www.law.kuleuven.be/eur/en/Staff/00118927
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30 January 2026 

 

Part III: Outlook 

 

9:00 – 10:30 Panel 6: Derived, decoupled, displaced? What future 

for Union citizenship and nationality in the EU? 

 

Moderator: Hanneke van Eijken, Utrecht University 

• Francesca Strumia, City St George's, University of Lon-

don 

• Rainer Bauböck, European University Institute 

• Daniel Thym, Universität Konstanz 

• Dimitry Kochenov, Central European University 

 

10:45 – 12:15 Panel 7: What role for Union citizenship and nation-

ality for the emergence of a European society? 

 

Moderator: Jakob Gašperin Wischhoff (DynamInt, 1st 

cohort) 

• Ana Bobić, Hertie School 

• Jules Lepoutre, Université Côte d’Azur 

• Paivi Neuvonen, Durham University 

• Armin von Bogdandy, MPIL Heidelberg 

 

12:15 – 13:00 Light lunch 

 

 

[Open to Public] 

 

13:00 – 14:00 Closing keynote: Professor Koen Lenaerts, President of 

the Court of Justice of the European Union  

 

 

 

https://www.uu.nl/staff/HvanEijken
https://www.citystgeorges.ac.uk/about/people/academics/francesca-strumia
https://www.eui.eu/people?id=rainer-baubock
https://www.jura.uni-konstanz.de/thym/daniel-thym/
https://people.ceu.edu/dimitry-vladimirovich_kochenov
https://verfassungsblog.de/author/jakob-gasperin/
https://www.hertie-school.org/en/who-we-are/profile/person/bobic
https://univ-cotedazur.fr/m-jules-lepoutre
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/paivi-j-neuvonen/
https://www.mpil.de/de/pub/institut/personen/institutsleitung/direktoren/bogdandy.cfm
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